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Animadverſions upon a pretended Anſwer to Mijn Heer Fagel's 
Letter. . | | 
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Have been ſo far hitherto from thinking, that the pretended Anſwer to the Ex- 
[ cellent Lerrer of 24ijn Heer Fagel deſerved a Reply, that I judged it would have 
been a diſgrace offered to the Judgment of perſons of the moſt ordinary Intelle- 
cuals, as well as the Witnefſing not _only a great meaſure of ſelf-denia!, buc 
the ſubmitting of my (elf ro a ſevere mortification and pennance, to beftow one upon 
it. For as it argues a mean Opinion of mankind, to believe that they ſhould need avy 
affiſtance, ſave what their own Reaſon furniſhech them with, in order to their pre- 
ſervation from being impoſed upon, by ſo weak, fooliſh, incoherent and (elf-contra- 
diftious a Paper. (ſo tis both the rendring one mean and cheap, and the inflicting up- 
on-himſelf a moſt uneafie chaſtiſement, to waſte his time and employ his thoughts 1n 
gimadverting upgn, and expoſing ſo trifling and deſpicable an Author. But ſeeing /—* 
lam told, that ndt only he who is commonly, ſuppoſed to-have had the preſump- 
tion and indiſcretion to write the Anſwer, has alſo the vanity to value himſelf upon 
itz but that there are others, whoſe wit, candour, and ingenuity are much of a ſize 
with his, who do improve our filence in reference unto it, tho' ariſing from the con- 
KB tempt and negle& which all wiſe men have for-it, to countenance themſelves in a be- 
/ Bl lief, and to obtrude an Opinion upon others, of its containing ſomething nervous 
2nd conſiderable ; I ſhall therefore account my ſelf for once, ſo much a debtor both to 
the vain, and to the unwile, as to beſtow a few ſuch Refle&ions upon it, as may ſerve 
to rectifie the Judgments of the one, and both to correct the folly, and to abate the 
ide and ſwelling confidence of the other. And indeed the Author's concealing his 
ame, may make us juſtly ſuſpe&, that we are nor to look for truth, ſtrength, nor 
candor in that Paper, eſpecially when he writes not only in Juſtification of the pro- 
ceedings of his Majeſty of Great Briztain, which is enough to ſhield him from al {e- 
vere Attacks, provided that he had conducted himſelf as became a wiſe and an ho- 
neſt man : But in thar he enters the liſts againſt a perſon of 457n Heer Fagel's quality, 
and whoſe Letter not only had his Name afhxed to it, and was beautified with all 
thoſe imprefhons of clearneſs, gravity, ſtrength, prudence and Religion; which be- 
came the greatneſs of the Subje&t, and whereunto the having been able to return 
an Anſwer, that had the umbrage and appearance of Reaſon, would have given a 
reputation to the Undertakers but which had been alſo penned by the Command and 
Authority of their Serene Highneſſes the Prince and Princeſs of -Orange, in order to 
declare their Opinion in a matter of the greateſt importance that ever Engliſh Pro- 
teltants were concerned in, and from cho gen of Conſcience and Juſtice hath gi- 
ren that aſſurance and fatisfaction, which all peaceable and good men either (tood in 
need of, or could defire. And as this Authors. venturing - abroad in the faſhion of 
a1 Incognito, was not without reaſon, ſeeing he might thereby hope not only to treat 
Mijn Heer Fagel without regard to truth or ingenuity, but that with the leſs hazard 
both ro his perſon and reputation, he might arraign the, Juſtice and Fidelity of 
theſe States, and charge them with a violation of the Fundamental Articles, upon 
which their Government was at firſt erected ; ſo he muſt not take it amils, .if upon 
encountring him in the dark, I not only fail in paying him the deference which he 
may conceive due unto him, but handle him unlvuirtably to the Poſt he is ſaid to poſ- 
{c6. Tho? I am not without apprehenſion, that if he bear the Charater which: is vul- 
garly aicribed co him; and if the greateſt indication of the -wiſdom. and integrity- of 
Pritices,be the prtidence and fincerity of their Miniſters, but that we may thence come 
under a neceflity of entertaining meaner thoughts than we otherwiſe would, both 
of the Moral and Intelle&ual Capacity of him, to. whom this Gentleman is indebred 
for his Titles, and the Function he is exalted unto. Whereas on the other hand, 
elides many ſignal Evidences, which have filled all Europe with admiration-of che 
admirable Wiſdom,inflexible Integrity, eminent Vertues,Religious tho' calmand di- 
creet Zeal, and ſteddy and impartial Juſtice of his Highneſs the Prince of Orange; our 
Ideas of him as a perſon under whoſe Government, «Conduct and Shadow: all good 
men may promiſe themſelves happineſs, are not a; litle heightned. by the. confidera-- 
tion of the excellent Qualities of Monfieur Fagel, whole advancement as Penſionary of 6 
Holand, to the firſt Miniſtry in that State, is oong to the Princes Grace and Re- 
commendation. Which,Eminent Truſt, as he hath all along diſcharged with Honour 
to his Zighneſs, Reputation to a and to the SatisfaRion of tholte who are _ 
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reſted in the Aﬀairs of that Republick ; ſo by nothing hath he more merited an uni. 
verſal eſteem and praiſe from all Proteſtants, and acquitred himfelf more warthily 
towards God and their Serene Highneſſes, than by that Lerrer wherein he was ho. 
noured to declare their thoughts, and in which he hath with fo much wiſdom, mo- 
deration and convincing light, expreſſed both their Highneſſes Sentiments, and his 
own, as well concerning the Engliſh Laws, the Papiſts may, and the Difſenters ought 
to be favoured with the Repeal of, as concerning thoſe, which no wife Non-cop 
formiſt defires to have reſcinded, and which tro humour the Papiſts with the Abrg. 
gation of, were no leſs than toexpoſe the Nation to ruine, and to Jay the Reformeg 
Religion open to be trorally ſubverted. | ; 

Now this Excellent Lerrer, and which hath produced all the good Effects that ho- 
neſt men long'd for, bur knew not before how to compals, our Anonymous Anſwerer 
is pleaſed with an Indignation and angry Reſentment, and in hopes to'exaſperare his 
Majeſty of Great Brizaiz againſt their Serene Highneſles, to ſtile « kind of Manifeſt in 
reference to moſt important Affairs, which even Mr. Stewart, who. in obedience to the 
injunctions of his Soveraien,had with ſo much importunity ſollicited their Highneſſe 
Opinion abour the Repeal of the Penal and Teſt Laws, he {ays,conld nor bave expeBed, 

nd of whom to teſtifie his exact and intimate knowledge, and to recompence him 
for the unfortunate ſervice he had been employed in, and to encourage his readineſs 
to future drudgery, he is pleaſed by a creation of his own, as being the Subſtitute of 
the Fountain of onour, to confer the Title of Dr. upon. But certainly had this Anoy. 
»10us Writer the ſenſe and prudence cf an ordinary man, he would not under the 
preſent conjundture of Aﬀeairs, talk of Marifeſts, nor put people in mind of them at a 
ſeaſon, when moſt perſons of all ranks and qualities are ſo much diſguſted, and when 
they at Whirebal are ſo laviſh in their provocations towards ſome, who if they were 
not ſtrangely fortified againſt all tincture of Reſentment, are known to be capable of 
doing them irreparable prejudice, and who by ſuch a Manifeſt as there is cauſe en 
to emit, might not only diſturb their proceedings, but with the greateſt facility blow 
up at once both all their hopes and proje&ions. I would fain knorr of this modeſt and 
diſcreet Gentleman, whether if their Highneſſes had ordered a Letter to be written, 
declarative of their Opinion for the Abrogation of the Teſts, by what name hewould 
have judged itworthy to be called, and whether if he had beſtowed upon it the Title 
of a Manifeſe, he would have thereby intended to faſten upon it an imputation of pre- 
fumption and reproach? All good men have reaſon mightily to bewail their Highzeſe, 
condition, ſeeing according to this rate of proceeding towards them, it is in the power 
of the Papal Ecclehiafticks in E:g/avd, when they. pleaſe, to prevail upon the King to 
reduce them to the nneafie circumſtances, either of offending againſt their Conſcien- 
ces, or of difpleaſing him. For there is no more requiſite towards the bringing them 
into this unhappy Dilemma,but-that Father Peters, or any other of the Tribe who have 
an Afcendency over his Majeſty, do' perſuade him to deltre their Zighneſes Thoughts, 
in reference to ſuch particulars, wherein ir is neither conſiſtent with their Religious 
Principles, nor agreeable with their Eonour, to comply with his Majeſties Judgment 
and Inclinations. For if in prudence they decline the returning of an Anſwer, they are 
| ſure nor only to be cenfured, as guilty of negleR, incivility and rudeneſs, but they 
do thereby adfniniſter an advantage to their Enemies, of diffuſing reports to their pre- 
judice thro' the Nation; as if they approved all thoſe Court-methods, which for no 
other reaſon, ſave upon the meer motives of reſpe& and wiſdom,they avoided openly 
to difallow. And if on the other hand, they ſuffer themſelves to be overcome byin- 
portunities, and thereupon give an Anſwes agreeable to the Didates of their own 
minds, but which is found to interfere with the prepoſſeſlions wherewith his Megs 
imbued, then their Lot is, to have ir called by the unkind and ignominious Title ofa 
Manifeſt.” One would think that Leeter ought ta have been mentioned by a foſter 
teme, if we do but conſider its being-written not only with the utmoſt modeſty that 
becomes the Relation Their Highnefles Rand in to the _-_ and which is any ways 
agrecable to their owfquality, but that it is enforced with all the Reaſons, chat may 
ſerve to'demonltrate that their yy 0- is the reſult of conviRtion and judgment, an 
not the effe&t of humour, nor a ſentimenr they are meerly determined unto by their 
intereſt.” But we ſee'no Term is too hard to be beſtowed upon a Paper that hath (0 
much Hes the Prieſts in their deſigns, and laid ſo great an obſtruction in the 
way of thoſe methods, which they had propoſed to themſelves, for the robbing Ez- 


tand of the Proteſtant Religion. | | | 

And wherezs our Author tells us, that tho' My. Sreware did wot account bimſelf obliged 

t0-anſwer Monſieur Fagel's Ertrer. yer one whoextreamly eſteems and honoureth My. Seewart, 

thinksthe Publick too much concerned, not to havethe weakneſs of the reaſonings in it dereftes 
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ang to bave it made appear that the inferences deduced from them are no ways convincing. I 
y | aneaſily believe that Mr. Srewarr did nor judge himſelf obliged to anſwer the Penſio- 
nary's Letter. and all men do account it a piece of wiſdom in him to forbear endea- 
- youring it. For tho' he be much bercer qualified for ſuch an undercaking than our Au- 
s thor, yec he could not bur be ſenſible that it was not to be atrempred with any hope of 
[ {uccels. And if our Author had been endow'd with any meaſure of diſcretion, he 
þ would have applied himſelf to any other Employmeat, rather than have beraken him- 
- (e|f ro writing,being a thing which Nature never intended him for,and eſpecially upon 
d 2 Subject fo far above the reach of his underſtanding, and againſt a diſcourſe of tha 
folid and well-digeſted ſtrength, cha even the Reverend Fathers, whoſe Letter-carrier 
. he uſed co be (if we be not ſtrangely miſtaken in the Gentleman i had ſo much wit as - 
; not to attack it. As knowing that norwithſtanding all cheir Art in Sophiſtry, they 
wuſt have come off baffled ; and that their falſe colours would have been eafily dered- 
. ed, by the beams of thar light, which dart themſelves forth in all the parts of thac 
| excellent Paper. Anda I dare farther ſay, chat as Mr. Sreware will never much value 
himſelf; upon the being eſteemed by one either of this Gentleman's Religious Prin- 
ciples, or of his intellectual Accompliſhments ; fo I can never think thar he can be ſo . 
much degenerated from what he formerly was, as to obtain the approbation of his 
mind, to rerurn any conſiderable degree of honour to a perſon who _ all accounts 
does (o little merit it, unleſs it be that he may poſſibly challenge it by vertue of an 
yndeſerved Title, and of a Character that he is exceeding ill qualified for. _ | 
| However, ſeeing Fools will be medling, tho* they are ſure to come by the worſt, I 
ſhall.reduce all I have to ſay in Caſtigation of this vain and preſumpruous man, to the 
ſeven foilowing heads. (1.) His Falfifications in reference to ſeveral parts of 44jn Heer 
Fagel's Letter. (2.) His Injuſtice to Their Highnefles the Prince and Princeſs of Orange, 
and the hidden ſpleen he every where ventureth to expreſs againſt them. (3.) His 
{landerous Calumnies againſt the States of cheſe Provinces, and how he ſtudies to 
excite their Roman Catholick SubjeRs to diſturb the Peace and Tranquillity of this 
Country: ( 4.) His Shameleſs Impudence in endeavouring to impoſe upon the World, 
as if che Prateſtane Diſſenters in England, were concladed by Theie Highnelſſes to 
land hereafter involved in the ſame rank and condition with the Papiſts. (4.) His 
| Tuſhing the Villany of the Romiſh Church, TY the Injuſtice and Diſ- 
honour of the moſt Eminent Papal Monarchs, while he pretends ro commend and 
uſtifie che proceeding of his Majeſty of Great Briceain. -(6:)-His egregious lqagrance 
1g relation. to Government, Laws, Cuſtoms, and matters of Fa&t. (Leſely) The (ig- 
nal Ingratitude of the Papiſts cowards Their Royal Highnefles for all chat Grace, Fa- 
your and Eaſe, which they were willing to have allowed unto them. 
As to the firſe, 'Tis known to be a received” Principle among the Caſui/ts of the 
Socsety, that 1t is at moſt bur a venial fin, to detract from, miſrepreſent, and calymniate 
thoſe whom they either take to be their Enemies, or do conceive to have done them 
any Ways 2 prejudice. And tho' the Opinion authorifing ſuch a praQice, be condemned 
by a Bu/l of the preſent Pope bearing date Anno 1679: yet our Author ismore a Vaſlal 
t9 the Ignatien Order, than upon the Authority of one whom the Feſuites do fo little va- 
lye, to forbear/putting a Doctrine into exerciſe, which he hath been ſo well inſtructed 
in by theſe Reverend Fathers, and eſpecially when he finds it ſo conduceable to his 
delign and intereſt. What can be remoter from Truth as well as Ingenuity, than ro 
charge Monſieur F agel with confining the name of Proteſtants in England, only to thoſe of the 
Conformable Communion, and with excluding the Diſſenters from the glorious priviledg» of that 
appelation ? For tho! it be true, that thro' the hatred and violence of the late King and 
his preſent Majeſty to che Fanaticks, and by vertue of their Commands to a Company 
of Mercenary,cimorous and ſervile Juſticiaries and Officers.it hath ſome time come to 
{s that the Laws which were originally enated, and only intended againſt Papi/s, 
bave been executed upon Difſenters; yet all men know that to have been a erſjon 
of Juſtice, {eeing in all the Statutes to the Penalties whereof they were made obnoxi- 
ows.they are ſtill conſidered and acknowledged for Proteſtants, and made liable to (uf- 
ferings by no other Title than char of perſons differing from the Church of England, 
- 19 matter of Dz/ciptine, and about Forms and Rites of External Worſhip. Nor is there 
one word in M4jn Heer Fege!'s Letter, whereby they are precluded from that ſtile, or 
any ways repreſented as unworthy of it. While they ſtand obnoxious to ſeveral Laws, 
in which the Members of the Church of England have no concernment, nor are in any 
danger from; it was impoſſible to avoid: the giving them a name by which they 
might be diſtinguiſhed from thoſe of the Legal and National Communion. And fo 
tender Hath the Perſronary been of charaCtering them by-any offenſive or harſh denomi- 
on, that he hath aor ſo much as once in his whole Letter called them Fanaricks,tho' 
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it be an appellation that hath been vulgarly affixed to them; but he hath choſen always 


to denominate them by the name of Dſſenters, which is not only the ſofteſt Term 


they can be deſcribed by, but that which themſelves have elected as the ſtile by 
which they are willing to be diſcriminated from their fellow Proteſtants,with whom 
they differ in ſome few and little particulars. And many of them being people, whoſe 
Principles are coincident and agreeable with theirs of the Legal Eſtabliſhment in £1. 
land,;in whoſe Fellowthip Monſieur Fagel is known to be ; it could not have entred in. 
co the thoughts of any ave one of our Authors Intellectuals and Integrity, either tg 
« charge upon him.or ſo much as to imagine, that he ſhould be ſo injurious to himſelf 
and to the Dutch Churches, as to preclude thoſe from the liſt of Proteſtants. Bye 
whether this calumnious charge and falſification, be the fruit of an Iriſh Underſtand 
or of Papal Sincerity, or the effect of both, I ſhall leave others to judge, who may poſ. 
fibly know this Author,better than I pretend to do. Only this I ſhall add, that hepro. 
ceeds with the ſame witand honeſty as he hath begun- For from Their Highneſſes ge. 
claring that they cannot agree to the, Repeal of the Teſts, and —_— Fagel's there- 
upon ſaying, that chefe Laws inflit not any mul& or penalty upon the Roman Cathy. 
licks, but that they are only means of ſecuring the Reformed Religion, thro' contain. 
ing proviſions by which men are to be accounted ualifted for [embers of Parliz- 
ment, and to bear publick Offices; our Author does by a ſtrange kind of falſification 
and calumny, faſten upon him his having affirmed, That the Non-conformiſts are to be ac. 
counted dangerous Enemies of the State, and not to be admitted into any Publick Employment, 
He muſt either be of a very unuſual and perverſe frame of mind, or extreamly j 
rant of the nature of thoſe Laws, andthe Terms wherein they are enacted, other- 
ways it is impoſſible he ſhould imagine how the Diſenters are capable of receiving pre. 
judiceby them. Seeing all required by thoſe Laws toward the qualifying ——_ to 
fit in Parliament, and to exerciſe Offices in Church and State, is only to declare that 
they do believe there 1s not any Tranſubſtantiation in the Sacrament. of the Lord's Supper, o 
in the Elements of Bread and Wine, at or after the Conſecration by any perſons whatſoever ; 
and that the Invocation of the Virgin Mary,or any other Saint ; and the Sacrifice of the Maſ, 
as they are now uſed mm the Church of Rome, are Superſtitions and Idolatrous. And this De- 
claration the Non-conformiſts are of all people, the moſt inclinable and forwardto 
make,and therefore very far by vertue of thoſe Statutes from ſtanding incapable of any 
Truſt,Office, and Employment,that other Subjects are admitted unto. Nor hath there 
been a Proteſtant Diſlenter ſince the firſt hour that theſe Laws were enacted,thatever 
ſcrupled to take the Teſts,or that was precluded from Office and Employment for re- 
fuſing them. But on the contrary, ſeveral of the moſt famous Diſſenters, ſuch as Sir 
Fohx Hartop, Alderman Love, and Mr. Eyles, perſons who at all times have kept at the 
greateſt diittance from Communion with the Church of England, by reaſon of her 
Forms and Ceremonies, are known to have chearfully made the Declaration contain- 
ed in the Tef Laws, and thereupon to have fit as Members in divers Parliaments. And 
as a further demonſtration. of the impudence and diſhoneſty of our Author in this par- 
ticular, it.is not unworthy of remark, that tho' the King hath taken upon him to dil- 
penſe with the Teſts, and to prohibit the requiring them} yet the Diſſenters, who have 
fince that time,been preferred to publick Truſts,continue ſtill ro rake them, and go to 
the reſpective Courts, where by Law the Declaration is enjoined to be exacted, and 
there demand the being admitted to make-it. Tho'in the mean ſeaſon they cannot be 
unſenſible, that it is thething in the World whereby they moſt highly offend his Mz 
jeſty ; it being beth a proclaiming the negates of that Authority which he challeng- 
eth of diſpenſing with Laws; and a defeating, ſo far as lieth in them, his great deſign 
as well as artifice, for the introducing of Popery, which his Soul is ſo much in travel 
with. And were not this Author both a perſon of a moſt depraved Conſcience, and 
deſtitute of all common ſenſe, he would never have ſlandered Monſieur Fagel, and fo 
egregiouſly perverted his plain meaning, as to tell us, that tho'he be a Hollander and 4 
Non-conformiſt, yet he thanks God for the Teſt Laws, by which his Non-conforming Brethren 
in England, of what degree and quality ſoever they be, ſtand excluded from Publick Employ- 
ments, For every one that will be ſo kind to himſelf, and fo juſt to the Perſropary, as to 
read his Letter, will immediately diſcern thac there is not one word in it,upon which 
to ſuperſtruct this calumny and accuſation ; ſeeing he therein affitms in repeated and 
emphatical Terms, that all contained in, and deſigned by the Teſe Laws, is the ſecuring 
the Reformed Religion, thro' the having provided, that none be allowed to ſit in Parliament,nor 
admitted to Publick Offices, except they declare that they are of the Reformed, and not of the 
Roman C atholick Religion. So-that how 44onſieur Fagel's Non-conformity Brethren in Eng- 
land, ſhould come to be. affe&ed by cheſe Laws ſoas to receiveany prejudice by them, 
is that which none bur a. perſon 0 
had the faculty either co conceive or alledge. But 


our Author's wit, integrity and candor, could have 
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But that we may-come to the ſecond particular z, there is the leſs reaſon to wonder at 
this Gentleman's calumniating 445jn Heer Fagel, and affixing dull, tho' malicious For- 
ies of his own unto him, if we do but conſider with what petulancy and injuſtice 
treats Their Serene Highrneſſes, and at the gate of their own Court afſumeth the 
confidence to miſrepreſent, leſſen and aſperſe them. The nearneſs which thoſe 


Princes ſtand in to the aſcending the yr 91 Throne, and the joyful proſpe& which * 


1] Proteſtants have of it, exciteth a diſcontent and rage in our Author, which he 
knows not how either to ſuppreſs or govern. For not to mention what we learn 
ofthe kindneſs of Roman Catholicks to an Heir, profeſiing the Reformed Religion, 
fom the proceedings of Sixtus Quintus, and the Papiſts in France towards Henry 4. we 
xe {ufficiently inſtracted what good will they bear to a Proteſtant Succeſlor, by the 
Bull which Clemenr 8. publiſhed about the End of Queen Elizaberh's Reign. For the Su- 

eam and Infallible Head does therein ordain, Thar when ir ſhould happen to that miſe- 
rable Woman tc die, they ſhould admit none to the Crown, quantumgue propinquitate ſanguints 
werentur, niſi ejuſmodi efſent qui fidem Catholicam non modo tolerarent,ſed omni ope ac ſtudio 

omoverent, & more majorum jurejurando ſe id preſtituros ſuſciperent ; whatſoever Right and 
Title they ſhould have thereunto, by vertue off their next affinity in blood, unleſs they ſhould firf 
ear not only to tolerate, but to advance and eſtabliſh the Romiſh Religion. Nor can I avoid 
eing filled with fear and reverence to the ſafety of ſome certain perſons, when I re- 
member how Cardinal Baronizs commends Irene for murdering the Emperor her Son, 
becauſe he was againſt the Worſhip of Images, and not only calls it F«ſtitie zelum, 4 
righteous zeal. but adds, Chriſtum docuiſſe, ſummum pietatis genus eſſe in hoc adverſus filium 


| ofee fdelem, That Chriſt hath taught the perfiftion of Religion in ſuch a caſe to conſiſt in fide- 


liry to the Church, tho' by deſtroying one that was both her Son and her Soveraign. *T'is a highi 
piece of injuſtice in our Author towards Their' Zighneſſes, and calculated for no other 
end but to alienate his Majeſties affeRions from them, when he tells us, that the ching 
aimed at in the writing of the Penſionary's Letter, as well as that purſued in the manner of pub- 
Ring it,was to obſtruct the King's righteous & pious deſigns,and to render them unpratticable . 

or the Letter being written in obedience tothe Command of Their #ighneſſes, & to 
declare their Opinion in reference to the ſeveral matters, about which it createch ; ic 
plainly follows. that tho' 445jn Heer Fagel be accountable for the manner of cloathing 
and delivering their thoughts, and for the Order and Methad in which things are di- 
geſted, and poſſibly for the ratiocinations by which they are ſapporred and enforced, 
yet that the Prince agyÞ Princeſs are the perſons who are alone reſponſible for the End 
unto which it was intended. And it appears to have been fo far from their iatentions, 
thereby ro obſtruct and defeat any pious and juſt deſigns of his Majeſty 3 that nothing 
can be more viſible, than that as it 1s admirably adapted to the giving eaſe and ſecurity 
to all his Proteſtant Subjects,ſo it offereth means for relieving the Papiſts from' the ſe- 
yere Laws to which they are liable, and for the granting them a Warranty in a legal 
way for the exerciſe of their Religion. Nor doth it diſcourage any kind of favour to- 
wards them, ſave that which the conceſſion whereof, would not only be inconſiſtent 
with the peace and ſafety of thofe of the Reformed Religion in England, but which 
might enflame the Nation to ſuch Reſentments,as would in all likelihood both endan- 
ger his Majeſties Perſon and Crown, and come at laſt to iſſue in the reducement of 
the Roman Catholicks to worſe circumſtances, than they have hitherto been acquaint- 
ed with. But to proceed with our Author, to whom it is fo natural to act fooliſhly, 
and with fſaucineſs and injuſtice, that neither the Character he is ſaid to bear, nor the 
Quality of the Perſons of whom he ſpeaks, - can either reſtrain his intemperance, or 
correct his rudeneſs and indiſcretion. For Mon/iexr Fagel having ſaid, that he believes 
there are many Roman 'Catholicks, who under the preſent ſtate of Aﬀairs, will not be 
very defirous to bein Pablick Offices'and Employments, nor uſe any attempts againſt 
thoſe of the Reformed Religion z and that not only becauſe they khow it to be con- 


trary to Law, bur leſt it ſhould at ſome other tirne, prove prejudicial to their Perſons 


and States. Our Author is ſo unjuſt as well as imprudent, as to call this 4 mieracing not 
only of all the Non-conformiſts and Roman Catholicks in England, but a threatning of his 
Majeſty, and an inſulting over him: And from thence ne rakes occaſion: to add, that he 


 boyes God will inable his Majeſty to repreſs and prevent the effetts of theſe menaces, and fur- 


miſh him with means of mortifying thoſe who do thus threaten and inſult over him, [x certain| 
argues a ſtrange weakneſs and diftemper of mind, to call ſo modeſt, and ſoft an exprel- 
0 ha menacing of the King and of all his Catholick Subjets, when I dare (ay,it pro- 


claimerh'the ſenſe of all 4pon the Papiſts who are. endowed with any meaſure of 
| Wiſdon), and is nothing elſe {a 


; vea'Declaration of the meaſure, by which they do at 
this day regulate'and conduct themſelves. Bur the injuſtice' of our Author towards 
Their Highneſſes it his Reflections upon the forementioned expreſſion of the Perſio- 
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zarys, is his intending chem by the perſons that do threaten his Majeſty and inſult «. 
ver him. For did he take 44jn Heer Fagel for the only guilty perſon in reference tg 
this Phraſe which he miſcalls a Menace, 1t would be a ſtrange detraQting. in him from 
the Power and Glory of his Majeſty of Great Brireain, to with him ſufficient meas 
whereby to ſhun the effects of a Genrleman'sthreatning, whoſe higheſt Figure in the 
World is meerly to be a Miniſter in a Republick. Nor would he bring down his 
Maſter to © low a level, as to make it the higheſt Object of his Hopes, concerning 
ſo great a Monarch, that he ſhall be able to morrifie a eros who whatſoever his 
Merit be, yet his Fortune is to fill no {ublimer a.Pof. So thar it can beno other (ye 
the Prince and Princeſs, whom our Author f Petulancy 
and indiſcretion does here charaRter, repreſent and intend. And be thereupon 


c 


: 


they 

Banter a (i titious Brat upon the Nation, (tho'there are man 

cious I attempt it) we have not only the watchfulneſs of! 
co rely upon for preventing it, but there are faichful and w 
be ready and induſtrious todiſcover the Cheat. And if che 

there hath been a contrivance carried og for putting ſo baſe an 


i ſo horrid a wrong againſt 
ved of COOMTONE IO Orr2S weoag again, 


Is 


0 


ſture of 
| I grow 
intoa confidence, that as the Church of God both in Bric:4in and elſewhere, adthe 
circumſtances in which ſo many Countreys are inyolved, do beſpeak and crave their 
Exaltation to the Thrones of the Brittiſh Dominions, ſo that they are both deſtine 
of God unto them, and will in due time be ſafely conducted rhicher. Nor can I avoid 
pleaſing my ſelf with thoſe joyfal and hopeful thoughts, when I reflect upon the vari- 
Divine Providence, by which they nr amg. a into thac nearneſs of legal- 
Certainly there is a voice that ſpeaketh loud xo this par- 
a og pans ihe > the Lag ing, and in his taking 
away from time to time all che Lawful Male Off-fpring oftffs preſent Majeſty, but in 
theuniting their #ighrnefes in Marriage, even to the croſfing a certain Perſons Incli- 
nations, whom I forbear to Name, as well as to the diſguſtingof a Neighbouring .-4 
Narciis 


ing 
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—5, 2nd to the defeating the buſie endeavours ofghe Popith Parry. Bur I multre. 
cn ro our Author, whole Ijuſtice to their Zighneſſes, and his anaiics againit- rheir 
r, Intereft and Reputation, knows neither end nor bounds. For upon: 10: 


Honou 1 ” . 
» Fageſ's having ask'd, Who would goaboutrto adviſehimor any man elle, 4 
_ nels to perſwade their #ighnefſes, whom God has ſo far benomed, as ” ts 


 +-m-Nefenders of his Church, co approve and promore things ſo dangerous a 
Cl oth to the Reformed Religion, and tothe pablick lafory, 25 the , et 
Fas of the Te## Laws wonld be ;_ our Author does hereupon, with his wonted Friendſhip, 
c Fquity, and Candor ro thoſe Excellent Princes, tells us that he hath wort mer with ſobold 
ny ff; Declaration as this of calling them the Protettors of Gods Church, and that the aſcribing 
7 4 when. 4a detrafting from the Honour of Kings and Monarchs, who will not Abdicate 
, C 
een 


thifſelves to any other ſo glorious a Tirle, And in purſuance of his rancour towards 
er Highneſſes, he rens out 1n his way of Wit and Learning into a moſt filly and im- 
he © pertinent Diſcourſe about the Nature of a Church, and.accufeth the Prince and Prin- 
ceſs, as if by hevieg this CharaQer conferred upon them, they had a deſign ro uſu 
nd bis Majefty of Great Brier«in the ſtile of Defenders of the Faith, and ro chal- 
* fenge tothemſelves rhe being the Proteftors of the Church of England. Surely this Gen- 
X- | HJeman doesby vertue of his Popiſh Zeal and Iriſh Underſtanding, believe that no 
F Titles are due to Princeetn reference to the Church of God, bur what are derived 
from the Papal Chair. Whereas I dare ſay, that Monſieur Fagel in beſtowing this Ti- 
Xl Je upon Their Highneſſes, did not _ of the Roman Porrif; buthad been taught ic 
le 
(0 
b 
0 
It 
0 
- 
4 


by Cad Almighty, whom[1T | ; m and true Fountain of H , 
"I os Fer to charaRer Greg, ode do cherith and favour his Church, anger 
Name of Nurſing Fathers and Nurſing Morhers, which Ks che cerm that the Pen/ionary 
 uſech in reference to.their Highneſſes, »And as it is their own merit, which according 
tothe Tenor of the Divine Creation, hath entitled them ro this glorious tile 3 10 
they-are neither to be ridicul'd nor heRtored our of thar duty, of countenancing aud 
ge Keke Reign, re ere by ll denn wore 

* com nate, | 3 tO x Believ. 
which they bave Feferved i. And whille others glo —_ enjoyment of the Ti: 
riple Crown, and. 


tles of moſt Chriſtian and moſt Catholick Ki 

are, their contributing to the Exaltation of 
Popes Execucioners in the ſhedding the Blood of Saints, hath procured unto. them, 
DoErine and Authority of the Sacred Scriptures, had in efteem, 
Protectors of Gods Church. Nor do they 4, 


ir H, was out of no deſign to uſurp upon the 
King of Englands Title of Defender of the Faich, nor to affix mw Authority untothem 
ion to add;that all of the Reformed Re- 


reſi 
ion in that Kingdom, how much Fever differ in little and circumſtantial things 
among themſelves, are yet ſo far ſenſible of che obligations they are under ro Their 
Highneſſes, and of the benefits or rue all the Affarance co expe@ from them here- 
after, that without meaning ill either to the King or to any one elſe, they will unani- 
moully join in tiling them Defenders of the Chriſtian Reformed Faith,and Prorectors 
of Gods Church profeſſing the Proteſtant Religion. And they will ealily know with 
whom they are to be angry, and againſt whom to' dire their Reſenements. Aj: 
Heer Fogel bad faid, har if the Diſlenters cannot daring his Majeſties Reign becaſed 
from the Penal Laws, unlefs the Teſts be alfoabrogated, that rhis will be-an unhap- 
ml unto them, but for which the Roman Catholicksare only to be blamed, who 
rather to be contented, that they and their Poſterity ſhould remain ſtill obnoxi- 
ous to the Penal Laws, and expoſed to the hatred of the whole Nation, than be re- 
rained from a capacity of attempting any thing againſt che peace and ſecurity of the 
Religion. Our Author whoſe envy nl— wy againt Their Highneſes, 
isnot yet fully ſpent, dorh in his imprudent and indiſcreet way obtrude from hence 
__n the World, . that the Noncanformiſts a+ well as the Roman Catholicks may hereby ſee 
e their true Intereſt ſtands, and that they. are extreamly obliged to thoſe in whoſe Name 
this advice is given, for the Conſelation afforded them in the condition under which they are 
fated by Law. Which is as-much as if he ſhonld harangne the Nonconformiſts into dif- 
contentment againſt the Prince and Princeſs, by affuring them that they are to hope for 
no relief againſt the Penal Laws by any favour of theirs. Whereas the Diſſenrers are 


act only told that their Highreſes are willing to conſent; bit that they do fully ap- 
prove, 
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prove, that they ſhould have an entire Liberty for the full exerciſe of their Religion 
without being obnoxious to receiveany prejudice, trouble, or moleſtation upon t ? 
account. 'So that the heat which our Author would enflame che Diſſenters unto again 
their Zighneſſes, ought to turn and ſpend ir ſelf againſt the Papiſts, who rather tha 
part with the Tefts which the Nonconformiſts are as much concerned to, have main. 
tained as they of the National Communion can be, are reſolved to keep all the Þe: 
nal Laws in force, and to leave the Diflenters under the dread and apprehenfion of 
. them. But this they may be fully perſwaded of, that if they can eſcape the edge of 
chem during this Kings Reign, they will be in.no-danger from chem, in caſe the Ng 
tion come once to be ſo happy asto ſee their Highneſſes ſeated on the Throne. Fox 
as-much as they have not only their word, which was hitherto never- violated, laid 
to pledge for their relief and eaſe, bur in that their Intereſt as well as their Princi- 
ples will oblige them to be compaſſionate and tender to all forts of 'Proteſtants, and 
if they cannot be ſo Fortunate as to unite them, yet to exerciſe equal kindneſs and 
favour towards them. - 3.5 en OA 
Having examined what our Author in his impertinent way venteth in unjuſt Re. 
flections againſt their Highneſſes ; and having in ſome meaſure chaſtned him for thei 
tho? not to the Degree he does deſerve; I come now in the zhird place ts call himty 
an account for his calumniating the States of theſe Provinces, and for his endeavour. 
E, ing to poſſeſs the minds of their ahe wp Subjects with disfatisfattion and prejudice to. 
: wards them. And ifhe be the perſon whom moſt men take» him for, tho' he may 
have herein acted ſuitably to himſelf, yet he hath ' behaved diſagreeably to his chars 
er, and unworthy of the Po#, which his Maſter hath placed him in. Nor need we 
from henceforth ro 4oubr, but that he does all. the ill Offices he can berween his 
Majeſty of Great Britrain and this Goyernmens, joving be hath by flanders deſtitute 
ofall Foundation, moſt malicionſly ſtudied to raiſe differences berwixt rhem and 
their own Subjects. And if the Intelligence which he rranſmits ro Whirthal, be x6 
qually diſtant from truth and ſincerity, as the 2emoirsare which he hath here publiſh- 
ed,- wemay eaſily conjecture what little credit ought to be given unto it, tho! at the 
ſame time we cannot but diſcern the end that it muſt be ſhapen and deſigned unto.Nor 
was thete the leaſt occaſion adminiſtred by mijn Heer Fagel in his.Lerrer, by whichour 
Author could be provoked. to attack theſe Srates;- with 10 much rudeneſs, injuſtice, 
and falſhood, as he hath done in his 4»ſwer.: For all that the.Perſronary had ſaid, and 
which it ſeems threw our Author iato a. raging fir, was only that their Zighneſſes could 
conſent that the Papiſts in England, Scotland and Ireland, ſhould be ſuffered to exer- il 
ciſe their Religion with as much freedom, as is allowed them in theſe Provinces, in Il ( 
which they enjoy a full liberty of Conſcience. . . And as the time hath been, and may 
hereafter come, wherein the Engliſh Roman, Catholicks would have thought, and 
may again account ſuch a Liberty for a 0appinets s ſoIdonot underſtand if the'con- 
FA dition of the Roman Catholicks in theſe treys, be as our Author deſcribes it, 
with what conſiſtency either to Reaſon or with themſelves, the Papiſts in pr 
ſhould have fo often heretofore in their Pleas for a Toleration; have made the Liber- 
ty vouchſafed cheir Brethren in theſe Provinces, not only a motive for their own be- 
ing capable of Indulgence,but co have repreſented ir as the largeſt meaſure of the free- 
dom they defgred, and which: they would have been thankful for. Seeing this Gen- 
rleman according to-his accuſtomed manner. of truth and ingenuity takes upon himto 
aflure us, That as there can be no greater perſecution, than what the Papitts undergo inthe 
exerciſe of their Religion, in Guelderland, Freeſland, Zeland, and the Province of Gro- 
ningue. 3, /a that the! Liberty which they even enjoy in Holland, u« ſo mean and inconſidera- 
ble, that it doth not delfuer them from being ſubjeEt to daily fines and moleſtation. ' Surely 
ehis man 1s either very unacgquainted with what is done upon the account of Rein 
in other parts of the World, or elſe he muſt needs. think, that the moſt brutalfeve- 
ritiesto ſome, -are-Adts of Merit ; while gentle reſtrictions upon others, are mortal 
imes; otherwiſe he cauld never wriceat this.ignorant and extravagant rate, where- 
in all perſons muſt diſcern his folly-as-well as infincerity and negle& of truth.” For we 
have:too.many deplorable evidences daily before our Eyes,befides thoſe which arrive 
wath'us by reporcs of unqueſtionable credit, of a ſtranger kind of Perſecution exerciſed 
towards thoſe of the Reformed Religion in France and Piedmont; than any which the 
Roman Catholicks intheſe Provinces can be alledged co be under, except it. be by 
one of our Author's veracity and diſcretion. - Neither needs there any other Refuta- 
tionof the calumny with which he .aſperſech. the .Supream and Subordinate Mag!- 
/ trates of this Country in reference to the treating their Popiſh Subjects with horrid 
| Severities, nor-a clearer proof that thoſe of the Romiſh Communion,do eſteem them- 
ſelves to be in a condition of peace, freedom andeaſe under this Government, =_ 


q 


SPRESYDOTTEE\ 


I A LES Coe reed ee Cre eos Ct a == 2m nos aun w mnt w2S=j=SoS th SR => SB ORE%R E.S8 


w 


* p þ 
ry : 
my - 4 AJ, 
— - pr; _ = LI 
9 15” 
- 


& 


:0 Mr. Myn Heer Fagel's Letters, © 


har of their behaviour during the late War carried on by the French King againſt theſe 
which he gave out both at Rowe and at ſeveral other Courts in Europe,to have 
en undertaken in favour, and for the reſtoring of the Roman Catholick. Religion, 
For had they lain under that grievous perſecution, and thoſe tragical hardſhips in the 
practice of it, which our Author would impoſe the belief of upon the World ; they 
would not have failed to welcome that Monarch as their happy Deliverer,and would 
have united in a general InſurreQion againſt the States, for their having been Tyran- 
nous over them. But inſtead of that, moſt of them acquitted themſelves with the 
Gme/Zeal for the ſupport of this Government, and in defence of their Country, that 
other Subjects did. Which demonſtrates beyond all controul, that they do not judge 
themſelves to be in ſo wretched and miſerable circumſtances, as this bold and calum- 
nious Perſon repreſents them to be. And whereas Monſieur Fagel in juſtification of the 
eceſſiry of preſerving the Teſt Laws by which the Paget are precluded from Em- 
yments and Places of Truſt, and to retifie a miſtake in Mr. Steware about his con- 
ceiving the Roman Catholicks to continue capable of bearing publick Offices ia this 
Commonwealth, had faid, that by the Laws of this Republick they are expreſly ſhuc 
out-from all the Employments both of Policy and Juſtice. Our Author does hereup- 
-coawith the higheſt Injuſtice, and with all the acrimony he can, accuſe the States, not 
only of departing from the expreſs Terms of the Pacification ' of Gant, but of violating the 
Articles of the Union at Utrecht, which was the Foundation upon which this Government 
pt both originally erefted and doth fill ſubſiſt. And with his wonted degree of know- 
ledge and prudence he further adds, . That the Provinces, and moſe of the Cities, would 
wt have 'entred into the foreſaid Union, but upon condition that they of the Roman C atholick. 
Religion ſhould at all times poſſeſs the Government. - And particularly that AmſteFdam, bad 
rſtipulated unto them, under the Gueranty of the Prince of Oragge, that none of the Re- 
firmed Religion ſhould be allowed a Place to aſſemble in, either within the Walls, or without, 
fofar as the Fariſdiftion of the City did extend. One would have little expected, thar a 
n living in the Communion of - the Romiſh Church, as our Author profeſleth 
imſelf ro do, ſhould upbraid theſe States with the violation of Articles, relating un- 
waGrant made unto any for their Security in the free Exerciſe of their Religion, ar 
2ſeaſon when Popiſh Soveraignsnot only account it their glory.co break. all Laws, 
Oaths and Edits, by which Proteſtants had their Religion, together with many other 
Rights and Priviledges, eſtabliſhed and confirmed: unto- them, but who with a fal- 
mgenels and barbarity which ſcarce any Age can parallel, ſeek to extirpate their Re- 
icho 


and deſtroy them. And all this attempted and purſued againſt. them, .not on] 
ut their being guilty of any crime, by which they might have delerved to loſe 
_ the favour of their Princes, and to forfeit prote&ion in the free exerciſe of cheir Re- 
ligion, and their ſafety as to their Perſons and Eſtates, which had been. {worn uncg 
_ them, and ſecured by Authentick Laws: But when one of the chiefeſt motives unto | 
it,-was their Loyalty, and the Merit that they had laid upon their reſpeRtive Sove- 
raigns, which by a new way of gratitude was thought fie to-be thus recompenſed: and 
rewarded. And if we be not, as I have formerly ſaid, ſtrangely deceived inthe Per- 
' fot#and Character of our Author, this charge upon the States of theſe. Provinces, . is 
the effe& of a moſt prodigious folly, as well as of inveterate-malice, in that his Maſter 
contrary both to the Laws'of the Realms, his often repeated Promiſes, and his'Coro- 
nation Oath, aſſumes a power of introducing:thoſe into Offices, who by the Statutes 
ofthe Land ſtand precluded from them, and of thruſting them out, whoalone are the 
Perlons that are legally capable of them. Which manner of proceeding in his Maje- 
ſly, harh beſides the injuſtice that attends it towards all: that. are laid alide, a Ingo) 
piece.of ingratitude accompanying it to many of them, as; having been the Perſons, 
whaſe:Zeal for his Perſon brought him to the Throne, and-whole courage miaintain- 
ed.hitnan ic. Burt I ſhall not think ir —_ meerly to have 4 his. imprudence 
and indiſcretion inthe forementioned ion againſt the whole Governing Body of 
this Country ;- but I ſhall likewiſe ſhew it robe falſe, ſlanderous, -and unjuſt in eve- 
part and branch of it. And that I-may a& withynore trach-and candcur, than our 
Author hath done, I do acknowledge, that ar the firſt commencement of the War a- 
 gainſt the King of Spaiz, for the defence of the Laws and Priviledges of chele and the 
neighbouring Provinces, that not only they of the Reformed Religion, bat likewiſe 
theRoman Catholicks, took Arms and hazarded their Lives and Eſtates in that jult 
quarrel. And I doalſogrant that thereupon there was Liberty of Conſcience allowed 
and eſtabliſhed by ſeveral Treaties, in the vertue of which, both.-parties+ were to be 
equally tolerated,. and the one not to diſturb-or diſquiet the other. Nor. was , the 
ever any thing done by way of Ordinance or Law, to leſſen or reftrain the. liberty of 
the Papiſts, nor to abridge, much wy deprive them, of-any Power, ]J eirnge ant 
XXX utho« 
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Authority that they poſſeſſed, fo long as they remained faithful in the common cauſe 


and behaved themſelves with Equity, Juſtice and Peace towards thoſe who had with. 
drawn from the Roman Communion. But ſuch was the aſcendency of the Prieſts 0- 
ver the Roman Catholicks, and ſo powerful was their influence upon them, thar in 2 
lictle time they not only kindred and moleſted the Proteſtants in the exerciſe of their 
Religion, and commirred many unjuſt and cruel ſeverntes againſt them, bur they pro. 
ceeded to various attempts of betraying the Rights and Civil Liberties of the whole 
Country, and of enflaving it both to the Tyranny of the King of Spain, and to the 
bloudy and cruel Inquiſition. So that from hence it became a matrer of neceflity x4. 
ther than at firſt of thoice, that the Goverriment ſhould be diſpoſed into Proteſtane 
hands; and that the liberty of the Papiſts, ſhould have thoſe limirs and regulations 
given unto it, as might render it both conſiſtent with the peace, freedom, and 


of thoſe of the Reformed Religion, and with the preſervation of the Ciyil Rights 


and Priviledges of theſe Provinces. This is the account, which all who have Written 
with any knowledge and integrity of rhe Tranſactions of thoſe Times, do give ys of 
the many Changes and Revolutions that fell out in reference to Religion, rill all nut: 
ters both concerning it, and the Political Government of theſe Countreys came tg 
be eſtabliſhed in the Form and Way, wherein chey do ſtill continue and ſubfiſt. And 
this T do undertake to make good by all publick, Auathentick, and approved Hiſto- 
ries, if our Author ſhall have the confidence to inſiſt upon the juſtification of his cri- 
minations, And all that ſhall at preſent direct men unto for the confirmation of 
what I have ſaid, is that admirable Apology of Wiliam I. Prince of Orange, whom his 
preſent Highneſs, does in Wiſdom, Steddinelſs, and true temperate Chriſtian Zeal{o 
ſignally imitate, and which that.great Prince, who was the firſt and happy Founds 
of this Republick, publiſhed in defence of himſelf, and of rhoſe aRtings, for which 
the ſlaviſh and mercenary FaRtors of Rome and Sparn had traduced and alſperſed him. 
But let us advance to a particular Examination of thoie matters of Fact, upon which 
our Author challengeth theſe States for violating their Faith with their Rowan Carhs- 
lick Subje&s. And the things he is pleaſed to ſpecifie, are their departing from the Teri 
- of the Pacification of Gant, and their breaking the Articles of the Union agreed unto a | 
rrecht, 1597. Nor am I unwilling to acknowledge, that ſoon after the P acifitation 
concluded at Garr, there were ſeveral indecent and undiſcreer _ done contraty 
ro the purport and tendency of it, borh by thoſe of the Romith, and by them of the 
Reformed Religion. Which proceeded from the Superſtitious Fury of the former, 
and the imprudent Zeal of the latter. Yet its certain, that the ground of its com- 
ing to be rendred wholly ineffectual, aroſe from a deſign of the King of Spain's; un- 
der the cloak and palliation of that Treaty, to ſubvert the Civil Rights and Privile 

of all the Provinces. to the Defence and Preſervation of which the Roman C 
licks as well as Proteſtants were ſworn aid bound by the ſaid Pacificarion. . For afte 
that Philip IT. had in complience with the neceflity of his Aﬀairs, conſented and 


ratified all the Terms, Proviſions and Conditions, which both the Papiſts and the ' 


Xeformed had in that Pacification, League and Confederacy, inſifted upon, and + 
greed to adhere unto 3 it was ſoon after diſcovered by Letters intercepted to Don 
Fohn, who was at that time conſtituted Governour over the Low Countreys, that 
all which -/kilp aim'd at, was thro' the having rendred them ſecure by the Fatifica- 
tion of that Treaty, to take advantages whereby toenſtaye them, and under the Co- 
vert of it, to provide himfelf of means, by which he might be eſtabliſhed in an un- 
bounded Tyranny over them. So that by reaſon of what was detected in thoſe Let- 
ters, and from Don Johr's proceeding to poſleſs himſelf of Namwr, and his endeavour- 
ing to corrupt and debauch the German Troops, - which were in the States ſervice; 
and paid by them, together with the defeRion of many of the Roman Catholicks from 
all che Terms of that Pacification ; the War came again to be revived againſt, the 
King of Spa#n, and all that had beenagreed unto at Gaxr, was rendred ineffe& 
overthrown. And I would fain know of onar Learned and Wiſe Author, how the 
States of the Sever Provinces are mpre guilty of the violation of that Pacificarion,, by 
making the Proteſtant Keligion, to be that of the publick Eſtabliſhment, wirhin cheir 
Territories and Juriſdiction ; than the King of Spain, and the States of the Spaniſh Ne- 
therlands, are in their denying a Toleration of the Proteſtant Religion in thoſe Fro- 
vinces ; ſeeingT am ſure ir was agreed and ſworn unto inthat Pacification. And as for 
the Union concluded at Vrrecht, the Terms whereof our Author upbraids theſe'States 
with a departure from : It will be no difficult matter ro ſhew how his knowledge and 
fincerity arein referenceto this particular of one meaſure andpiece. For tho! diverſe 
of the Provinces, which entred into that Union, did thereby enjoy a Liberty of chu- 
ſing and determining which of the two Religions ſhould have the ſtamp of the pouleck 
. elta- 
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fabliſhment within their own Juriſdictions 3 yet it was then and there ordained, that 
ef oeſtant Religion alone ſhould be publickly profeſſed, and have the proreRion 
of the Laws in the Provinces of Hollandand Zealand. And as the other Provinces 
were left to do, as they ſhould judge beſt for the Peace and fafery of their repeave 
Territories, and the ſupport and defence of the Union ; o ir is a thing wherein all 
that have written with any integrity, do agree, that the alterations which were af- | 
rerwards made in theſe Provinges, or in reference unto them, concerning Religio | 
were cither reſolved and decreed in the Provincial Aſſemblies of the States of thale © | 
ſeveral Provinces, or elſe in the meerings of the States-General, where nocoaly the 
Depuries of thoſe ſeveral Provinces were preſent and con(enting, bur behoved to 
Have the approbation of their Principals, in order to the rendring thoſe Alterations le- 
g2l and binding. Nor is it unworthy to be obſerved, that the chief occafion for ſhut- 
ting the Roman Catholicks out of the Government, and for depreſſing the Romiſh | 
Religion from being Dominant, aroſe from the Papiſts thegiſelves, in that nor only 4 
contrary to their ſtipulations and promites, they were found in che yertue ofa malice 
 {nbib'd from their Religion, to be upon all occalions conumirri ay violences and_out- 
wes againſt the Reformed, bur in rhatthe Roman Catholick Magiſtrates, and many 
of that Communion, were diſcoyered to retain too great an inclination to 
2, and to be ready to abandon and betray the Freedom and Civil Rights of their 
crey, inſtead of concinuing ſtedfaſt and fairhful in the defence of chem, as they 
tid covenanted and ſworn. _ In a word, as , neither. the Articles of che Union at 
Utrethr, nor any other Terms agreng 0d, before che Abdication of the King .of 
Jpn which was not antil Aro 15$1. cali be called the Fundamental Laws of. the 
vvernment of this Republick, rho' they may, be ſtiled conditions upon which ſuch 
#d ſuch Provinces Aſſociated for mutual detence the Spaniſh Power and, Ty- 
rainy ; {© it is undeniable, that by reaſon of che m ny Ga ers they found themſelves 
ſed unto,, and the hazards they had run of being betrayed again into the hands of 
Spaniard, through their bavitig 11 ered the Magiltracy ro. emain any wherein Pa- + 
, 2nd thro' their having allowed the Romani Catholick Religion co be publickly 
ached and exerciſed, they thereupon re-affumed and gave anew frame nico cheir 
ion in the Year 1583, inwhich it was agteed and enacted by all the Provinces 
2 from that time forward, the Reformed Religion ſhould alone be opealy projet - 
and preached, and that none bur Proceftanrs ſhould from thar rime be admirted 
witly Office of Policy and Juſtice in the Government. And as this is the true Fun- 
ments! Law upon which this State hath ſince ſo happily ſubfiſted and flouriſhed ; {6 
re can be nothing obje&ted againſt the Juſtice of it, but what will lye againſt, all 
States of the World, who have always changed and moulded, cheir Laws, as they 
hive been neceflirared'in order to ſelt-preſervation. And fo remote. from all cruth, 
sobr Athor's affirming the Roman Catn licks'to have been upon theſe Alceracions 
Wrought under Perſecution 3 that Sir Witiam Temple, whom the World will much 
ſdoner believe than this Gentleman, cv? poſſibly he may bear the ſame charater 
Which chart worthy perſon once did,,does affure us in his excellent Obſervations wpor: 
theUnited Provinces of the Netherlands. That no Papiſt can bere complain of being preſſed 
' it his Conſcience, of being reſtrained from his own manneryy) W, orſhip in his Houſe, or obliged 
tary other abroad, and that all ſuch, who 4k, #0 more than to ſerve God and ſave their. awn 
Souls, bave as much Freedom, Eaſt attd Security as they 565 ee Yeair is demonſra- 
ones this G, 


s Government, which they. 
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blethar che Roman Carholicks enjoy advan oy 
tive nor in Popiſh Stares, _ Fl har D ing UReTEs 0 ade l D.Lar as 
8 neceffary to arrain all rhe ends of ir, if ir be capable of affording: whereo 
they'can hereafter find themlelves happy 3 they ate delivered from the, Tyranny o! 
Priefts over their Perſotsatid Eſtates; and hi, on being.in a condition to do 
that il! ro ochers, which the Do&rines of their Chiarch would boch cempr chem ,un-. 
®'and juſtifie chem in. And as to that which.our Author fays of the injuſtice, done. 
w the City of Amperdam, and of the violating the Conditions towards the, Ronian 
Catholicks there, upot which under the guaranty of the Prince of Orange they came 
into the Von ; he 15 miſtaken in that whole matter,. and becrays only his ignorance,, 
infidelity, or both. For the Conditions which he nientionerh, were the reſulc of an 
Agreement made 4» 1578. when vpoh the Naſſovian Army's coming before the 
City to atrack them,” they abandoned the Party and: Intereſt of the King of Spain, 
whom they had cill-char cine adhered unto, and came into an AN with the. reſt 
ofthe Towns of the Proyince, to oppoſe Him in defence of the Priviledges of theſe. 
Countreys. And asthis was a year betore the Union concluded at Urrechr, incro which, 
Aniſterdaim entred; ar the (artis time. that Gelderland, Zutphen, Holland, Zealand, and. 
Urecht did: ; {of tliey joined iti the Vion upon the ſame Terms, (that the other a 
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f their own Province had agreed unto. Nor could the Prince of Orange be Guar 
in reference to the conditions ſpecified in the Union; foraſmuch as thothe AQ of Un 
on was ſigned Fan.23.1579. yet the Prince did not f1gn it till the May following, And 
that the Roman Catholick Magiſtrates, came to be diveſted of the Government, cop. 


trary to the Articles made with them when they forſook the party of the King of 


Spain, they have none to blame for it but themſelves, nor was there that injuſtice in; 
which our Aakbor does imagine. For not being fatisfied to remain diſobedient —_ = 
fraRory toan Edi and Decree of the Arch-Duke Marthias and the Council of Stare 
who Anno 1578. had appointed, that whereſoever there were a hundred Families 
thoſe viokeſing the Reformed Religion, that they ſhould there be allowed 'a Church 
or Chappel for the exerciſe of. their Worſhip; they not only broke all their capirula: 
tions made with the Proteſtants, thro oppreſſing them in various, ſevere, unjuſt, me. 
thod's, and in denying them a decent and convenient place in which chey might by 
their dead, but they were found to be ſti)] inclining to the Spariſh Intereſt, and rez 
roeſpoule it upon the firſt convenient opportunity. And therefore the Proreſtants,who 
were by much the majority, partly to relieve themſelves from the ſufferings which 
were daily inflicted upon them contrary to ſtipulations and Articles,and partly topre.. 
vent the miſchiefs which would have enſued to the whole Country, ſhould that City 
have been betrayed again into the power and hands of the Spaniards, aſſumed the Gy- 
vernment to themſelves, and eaſed the other party of the Truſt, which they had - 
unwiſely and unrighteouſly managed. Nor can our Author deny, but that fance t 
crook on them the Ruling Authority,they have exerciſed it with all the moderation that 
can be expreſſed. And have been 1o far from returning tothe Roman Catholicks, the 
like meaſures which themſelves had met with, that they have in no one thing given 
them cauſe to complain, unleſs they ſhould quarrel that they are kept out of capacity 
of doing the miſchief, their prieſts would otherway's be ready to excite them unto, 
.and which their Religion would countenance them in. 40 
But it is now time that ſhould proceed to the fourth thing , for which I promi 
ſed ro call our Anonymous Anſwerer to an account. And were he not of a ver 
Forehead , and of a peculiar complexion from all others ;. he could not have had 
the 'impudence to endeavour to deceive the world into a belief, that the Proteſtac 


Diſſenters in England, ſtand liſted by their Highneſs into the ſame rank with thePx . 


piſts, and that they are hereafter to expect, to be ſhut up into the ſame ſtare and 
condition. Certainly he muſt either have an Antipathy woven into his nature a- 
gainſt all rruth and fincerity, or elſe thro having long accuſtomed himſelf to themiſ- 
reporting of perſons and tothe giving falle repreſentations of chings, he muſt at laſt 
have acquired an incurable Habit, otherwiſe it were impoſſible to prevaricarte to that 
degree from truth; in every thing tie medleth with, and which-he undertakerh to (ay, 
For Mijn Heer Fagel having declayed, that the reaſon why their Highnefles can not a- 
gree to the Repeal of the” Teſt Laws, is becaule they are of no other tendency, than 
to ſecure the Reformed Religion from the dehigns of the Roman Catholicks,and that 
they contain only conditions and proviſions, whereby men may be qualified to be: 
Members of Parliament, and cohear publick Offices. Our Author hereupon cells us. 


That the Nonconformiſts as wel as the Roman Catholicks, do apprehend that they receive 4 + 


great dealof damage, by thoſe Laws, and do account them extremely prejudicial to their Per- 
ſons and Families. And whereas Monſieur Fagel bad aid, that he would be glad tohear: 
one good Reaſon, whereby a Proteſtant fearing God, and concerned for his Religion, 
could be prevailed ppon to conſent to the Repe g of theſe Laws which have been: 
by the Anthority of King and Parhamient, agd that have no other tendency 
fave the providing for the fafery of the Reformed Religion, and the hindring Roman 
Catholicks from being in a capacity. to ſubvert it. -Our Author in way of refletion 
npon this, tells us, that it is not only: a Childiſh demand, but that jt is ro be hop'd that the 
penfionary will from hence be brought to acknowleag, how trifling and weak. all thoſe Reafons 
are, by which he would preclude the Nonconformsſts a4 well as the Roman Catbolicks from pub- 
lick Employments. So that by theſe and many other paſſages equally falſe and dilingenu- 
ous in our Author's pretended Anſwer, which. for brevity;s-ſake I farbear to men-; 
rion, it is apparent that he endeavours to perſwade the word into a belief, that 
the Diſſenters are ſtated by their Highneſes in the ſamerank and condition with the 
Papiſts , and are to expe to be treated in the ſame manner, in caſe it pleaſe the Al- 
mighty God to bring Their Highneſles to' the Throne. One would wonder at this 
ſudden and ſtrange change in the opinion and condut of the Papiſts rowards the 
Nonconformiſts ; that they who were repreſented by them a while. ago! as untic to 
live in His Majeſties Dominions ; ſhou)d now come to be accounted the Kings belt. 
and moſt Faithful Subje&s, and worthy to be advanced to the chief Trulis and ED: 
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's, *Tis but a few years ſince, that all the Laws enacted again them , we 
ove, to be too few and gentie; and therefore they had _— executed u = 
them > to which the Legiſlators had never made them ious 3 but now the Ro- 
man Catholicks are become 1o tender of their eaſe and ſafety, that out of pure kind- 
zefsunto them, if any will be fo fooliſh as to believe it, they 'muſt have Laws abro- 
ated, which 1n the worſt times, and during the moſt illegal: and barbarous- proce- 
res againſt them, they were never affected with nor ſuffered the leaſt prejudice by. 
And whereas it was the wy for perſons heretofore to make their Court ar & 


umess, by declaiming againſt the Difſenters as Rebels and Traitors, and ttin 
a into a ſalvage Dreſs, to.be run upon as bealts of preyz. it is now alas me 
method of becoming gracious at Whizeball , to proclaim their Loyalty , and to cry 
them up for the only people in whom his Majeſty , with fafety to his Perſon and 
Crown , can repoſe a confidence. But under all the Shapes which the Papiſts do af 
fime , they may be eaſily diſcovered to retain the ſame malice to the Reformed Re- 
gion, and only to a& thoſe various and oppoſite parth, in order the betcer co-ſub- 
vertit. And the Diflenters beingharaſſed and oppreſled before, and indulged and ca- 
reſſed now , was upon the ſame motive of hatred unto it, and in ſubſexviency to its 
extirpation. The method's are altered, but the defign is one, and tho they have chang- 
ed their Tools , yet they remain conſtant in the purſuance of the ſame End, 
While they of the Church of Ezgland were found compliant with the ways, which 
the Factors for Rome thought ſerviceable thereunto, they were not only the Favou- 
rites of the Court and of the whole Popiſh party, but were gratified, at leaſt as was 
pretended, with a rigorous execution of the Penal Laws upon- Difſenters, But there 
remaining ſeveral ſteps to be taken for the introduction of Popery, and the extirpa- 
tion of the Reformed Religion , which they of the National Communion would 
not. go along with them in, they are forced to ſhift Inſtruments,and to betake them- 
ſelves to the Nonconformiſts; whoſe aſſiſtance the better ro engage, they have not 
only ſuſpended all the Penal Laws ,: to which the Diflencers were liable, but have 
endeavoured to fill' them with wm and apprehenſion of. danger from the Teſt 
Aas,tho at the ſame time they know that Nonconformilſts never either did, or could 
receive prejudice by them. Only are ſenfible;that if they conld work up that eafie 
people into ſuch a belief, they ſhould thereby not only -obrain their concurrence and 
abetrment , for the reſcinding of thoſe Laws, thar are at preſent the only great re- 
maining Fence about our Religion, and upon the abrogation whereof nothing could 
hinder the Papiſts from getting into a condition to extirpate it 3- buc make them a 
formed and united Body with themſelves againſt the Prince and Princeſs of Orange , 
who have with ſo much Wiſdom,Courage and Integrity,declared that they are againſt 
the having them repealed. And as the Difſenters cannot have fo far renounced all re- 
gard both ro honeſty and to a good name;as to be fond of being herded with the Pa- 
piſts, or thank our Author for it 3 ſothey muſt be become void of all ſenſe and un- 
derſtanding , if they ſuffer cthemſelyes co be either wheedled or frighted into an opi- 
nion of their being ſubject ro receive any dammage by the Teſts; it being ſo expreſly 
contrary both to the Terms of thoſe Laws,and to their own experience. Nor can they 
be fo far abandoned of God, nor prove ſo treacherous to the Nation,Poſterity and the 
whole Proteſtant Intereſt chro' Europe,as pans to the Repeal of them, by de- 
ſroying that great Fence about the Reformed Religion in E7g/azd , and to put the 
Papiſts into capacity both of ſubverting it there and every where elſe. And ſetting a- 
fide a few mercenary fellows among them, there is no ground to fear, after we have 
had ſo many proofs of their zeal for the Proteſtant Religion and Engliſh Liberties, 
in the worſt of times and under the g_ Temptations, that they ſhould at this ſea- 
- ſon, when all others behave themſelves with ſo much Integrity and Courage, be 
acceſſory to ſo villanous a thing. The ill facceſs which the Court hath met with in 
the ſeveral Towns and City's,{ince the late Regulation of the Corporations, ſufficieatly 
ſhews, that the Difſenters who were put into Magiſtracy, in hopes by them to have 
compaſſed the packing of a Parliament,are no leſs careful of preſerving the Teſt Laws, 
than they of the Church of Eng/avd Communion were,who were diſplaced to make 
' Way for them. And to diſcover the groſsneſs of the abuſe, which our Author, with- 
out regard to Truth or Ingenuity , endeavours to put upon them, as if they were 
judged by their Highneſſes to be incapable of ' Truſts and Employments, or any ways 
concluded to ſtand under thoſe reſtraints by the Teſt, which the Roman Catholicks 
do; there is not one word in 24jn Heer Fage!'s Letter,whereby they are ſaid to be ſub- 
jet unto them , or by which there is any June adminiſtred of fancying they are 
put into the ſame rank with the Papiſts, and whereby to fear that they may hereafter 
come to be treated accordingly. But in ſtead - this, they are expreſly told, that 20 
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Higbneſſes do both allow and defire the abrogation of all the Penal Laws againſt Dig, 
rs and the having them freed from the ſeverity of them ; and thac t FA 
only conſent bur hearelly approve of cheir having an entire liberty granted them & 
the full exerciſe of their Religion, wichout any trouble or hindrance, or being ho 
expoſed ro the leaſt moleſtation or inconvenience upon that account. And to teſti 
fie how far the Nonconformiſts are from. being in the leaſt menaced by thoſe Laws 
it is again Declared , that the only reaſon why their #ighnefes refuſe ro conſent tg 
the having them-repealed, is, becauſe that they have no other tendency, fave to $. 
cure the Reformed Religion from the Deſigns of the Papiſts, by containing proyi. 
fions in the vertue of which,thoſeonly may be keprour of Office who can nor-reſtifiy 
that they are of the Reformed, and not of the Roman Catholick Religion, Which 
35 it is the higheſt evidence imaginable, of their own ſtedfaſtne(s and integrity in the 
Reformed Religion, and of the compaſſion and love which they equally bear to al] 
(CO who profels it,and how careful they will at all times be to have ic maincained and fup- 
X ported ; fo it is the putting ſuch a merit u all Proteſtants, that it-ſhould en 

: their prayers for their happy extation ce o the Throne, and make them ambitious 

well as willing and ready to hazard their livesand Fortunes, for the ſecuring the Succel. 

fion unto them , if any ſhould be ſo wicked as to go about to preclude them, - 
But I muſt pay a further attendance upon our Author , and accompany ,him to the 
fifth particular which-I promiſed ro confider's namely that according to his own 

Fooliſh = | incoherent way of writing, while hepretends to commend and juflify 

the proceeding of His Majeſty of Great Britt «in , he publiſheth the villany of the 
Papal Church , and proclaims the diſhonour and injuſtice of diverſe Eminent My, 
narchs and Princes of the Romiſh Communion. ' His Panegyricks upon the King of 
England, are ſo many juſt Satyr's upon the Church of Rome, the Monarch of Fran, 
ons. the Duke of Savoy,” & oe. For if it be becoming a Chriftian, tobe of a contraryj 
ment t9 thoſe who are for perſeenting ſuch as differ from the publick, and eſtabliſhed ot 
gion , and if it be a ſentiment worthy of a Royal mind , that none ought ro be oppreſſed far 
their Conſcjences in Divine Matters ; what charaQters of irreligion, ignominy, wick 
edneſs, are due unto them , who judge it to be meritorious to defiroy ſincere Chri- 
ſtians, for no other pretended Crime, fave that they cannot believe as the Pope and 
the Church of Rome do. Surely our Author muſt either be extreamly ignorant of 
the Doctrine of his own Church,and of the bloody and barbarous practices purſuant 
thereunto, both ar this day, and for many ages paſt ; orelſe he muſt be the moſtur- 
fincere miſcreant that ever writ, or at beſt be guilty of che inconfiſtency and folly z 
to continue in the Communion of a- Church, whoſe Articles of Faith he con- 
demns as Antichriſtian , and whoſe pay according to the Terms made nece(- 
fary for Salvation, he abhorreth both as unworthy of Royal Minds, and contrary 
to Chriſtian Piety. But thonothing can render a falſe.man honeſt, or a fooliſh Man 
wiſe , yet ſeeing ſomething may be done towards the curing a perſon's ignorance if 
he be teachable,. or ar leaſt ro ſhew his obſtinacy , and that the faulr is in his will, 
not in his Underſtanding,if he will notlearn and be convinced; I ſhall therefore both 
acquaint him a little with the Do&rine of that Church;and briefly put him in remem- 
brance , how theſe of the Romiſh Fellowſhip have therefore perſecuted Chriſtians, 
and ſti}! continue fo to do, only for differing from the publick and eſtabliſhed Re- 
ligion. As to the firſt , itis ſufficiently known that according to the judgment of 
the Church of Rome we are Hereticks , and that Hereſie being Crimer l2/e Majeſtati 
Divine ,, we are therefore the worſt of Traitors, and liable to rhe Penalties of the 
greateſt High Treaſon. And thereupon we are not only declared to be infamous and 
fentenced to be deprived of all Honor and Dignity, and to be incapable of all Offices, 
and have our Eftates confiſcated and ſeiſed ; but weare condemned to be burnt,and if 
that cannot conveniently be effected, it is both made lawful and meritorious to ex- 
tirpateus by War or Maſlacre,as ſhall be beſt and moſt ſafe for the Church of Zowe. 
In order w to , not only all Laws made for our Security are declared to be 
null, and that no promilſes unto us, ought ro be kept ; bucall Princes, thatneg- 
le& to deſtroy and extirpate us , are proclaimed to be de And ſurable here 
unto has their carriage been for many ages to ſuch as differ from them in Articles of 
Faith, and will not joyn in their Superſtitions and Idolatries. In proof whereof I nei- 

\ ther need to inliſt upon the infinite Murders , committed by the @rquiſirion , the 
moſt Deviliſh Engine of Cruelty that ever the World was acquainted with , nor to 
refle& ſo far backward as the Pariſianand Iriſh Maſlacres , or the infinite Slaughters 

ted heretofore in France, Germany, and the Low Countreys, &c. feeing we have 
uch freib and doleful evidences of the __ any gentleneſs of the Papal Church , 
in the ungratefu}, inhumane, perjurious, falvage perſecutions executed fa lately 
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in France and Piedmont, If it be the effeft of Royal and Paternal affe&ion in the K ing of 
gland ro his Subjefts , that all he endeavorreth, s to treat them as becomes a common Fa- \ 
be ther , without making any diſtinttion between one and another, as our Author is pleaſed to 
of, | all it in his Teſtimony concerning him ; what cruel Parents, muſt many Princes of 
| the Roman Communion be , who act with that difference towards their people, that 
while my cheriſh and embrace ſome, they tear out the Bowels, and ſuck the blood of 
boy ers? And if no Society deſtitute of (ach render and Chriſtian affe&ions, can meric 
Wi G name of a Church , we hence learn where to faſten the character of being the 
if N Mother Harlots. Tn that we not only know whoſe Do&rine it is, that whom 
ich } Secannot convert, She ought to deſtroy 3 but that we have obſerved her , to have 
the been in {11 Ages drunk with the Blood of Saints. All the commendations our Author be- 
al flows upon the King of Eng/ang; are not only either fo many accuſations of His Maje- 
Ip- 
ge 
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ſhes infincerity in the Papal Faith,or infallible indications that both the King ( pardon 
the expreſſion ) and his Miniſter, are Hypocritical Diſſemblers; bur they are ſtabbing 
and twinging Satyr's againſt Mother Church , and the Holy Father , and againlt 
his Brictanick Majeſties dear Brother and Ally the French King. Nor can we be 
pilty either of Crime or Indecency ,. in the worſt we can ſay of the Church of 
- Fer, and the Moſt Chriſtian King ; ſeeing we have in equivalent Terms a Preſident 
 foric, both from ſo good a Catholick, and ſo wiſe a Miniſter of a great Monarch, as 
oar honourable Author is. ; 
=And tho I begin to grow weary of converſing with ſo impertinent a man , yer I 
am bound to wait upon him a little longer , and while the Reader can reapnoadvan- 
tage by any thing he ſays, to ſee whether it be not poſſible to lay hold of an occa- 
fon from his Igrorance and Folly , to communicate things that may be more ſolid 
and infrructive. The /ixth thing therefore whereof I accuſed him, and for which I 
_ to call him to an account, is his egregious ignorance in relation toGovern- 
ent, Laws, Cuſtoms, and matters of Fact, 4A4ijn Heer Fagel tells us, that the Teſt 
Laws being -enacted by King and Parliament for the Security of che Reformed 
gon , and the Roman Catholicks receiving no prejudice by them , but being 
meerly reſtrained from gerting into a condition to ſubvert it , therefore Their High- 
ſes could not conſent to their Repeal. And he further adds, that chere is no 
dom , Common-wealth, or any conſtituted Body and Society, in which there 
#e not Laws made for the fatety thereof, which not only provide againſt all attempts 
that may diſturb their peace , bur which preſcribe ſuch conditions asthey judge ne- 
offary , for the diſcerning who are qualified to bear loyments. To which he 
2ain (ubjoins , that there is a great difference between the condud of theſe of the 
Reformed Religion towards Roman Catholicks, which is moderate, and only to 
ent their getting into a capacity to!do hurt ; and that of thoſe of the Roman Ca- 
lick Religion towards the Reformed, who not being ſatisfied to exclude them 
from places of Truſt, do both ſuppreſs the whole Exerciſe of their Religion and ſe- 
verely perſecute all that profeſs it. And he finally adds, that both Reaſon and the Ex- 
perience of the preſent; as well as paſt Ages do ſhew, that it is impoſſible for Roman 
Catholicks,and thoſe of the Reformed Religion , when. joyned together in places of 
Truſt, and publick EPoYmane ro maintain 2 good Correſpondence, live in mu- 
tal peace, and to diſcharge their Offices quietly and to the publick Good. Now 
from theſe ſeveral __ , which carry their own evidence along with them, our 
Author takes occation both to vent his fooliſh and ridiculous Politicks, and to 
proclaim his ignorance in Hiſtory and of the moſt obvious matters of Fat. How- 
4 we ſhall have the patience to hearken ro what he hath been pleaſed to fay, and 
| examine ir piece by piece , aSwe go UT; And the firſt thing he does is to ac- 
quaintus with a mighty Myſtery of State,and which none bur ſo great a Miniſter could 
have been able to have revealed; namely, that tho rhe King and Parliament upon the firſt 
Revolution with reſpe& to Religion,and the introducing and ſetting up the Reformed Religion , 
thought fit to makg thoſe Laws which they judged neceſſary for its preſervation.; yet that 
it does not follow that his preſent Majeſty and a Parliament would be of the ſame mind,but 
thatthey might enatt Laws of a differing Nature from the former, and re-eſtabliſh Reli- 
gion into the ſame State , in which it was before the Reformed Dottrine and Worſhip was 
jet ap. We are mich "om go ro our Author for this diſcovery, hong | muſt - add, 
that this ic is to traſt a Fool with ſecrets , forhe will be ſure to be blabbing. For tho 
he ſubjoin , chathe will not fay chat matters would be puſhed fo far ; yer he hath 
already rold us enough, to make us underfrand both what his own hopes are , and 
what is defign-d by the Papal party, if they could compaſs a Parliament of a 
Complexion and Temper to their mind. Bur there are two fatal things, which lye 
m ch-ir way. One is, that neither progreſſing nor cloſeting, bribing nor threat- 
ning, 
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ning, can prove effectual to give them the flendereſt ground of confidence of their 
=. rm Parliament of chat mould and conſtitution. And the ſecond is , that all 
the Members muſt take the Teſts, before they can be a Legal Parliament ; ang 
then there is little probability, that oy who: can make the Declaration required 
in theſe Laws, will be inclinable to Repeal them; eſpecially at a ſeaſon, when their 
own ſafety as well as that of the Proteſtant Religion , . renders it ſo,neceſlary to haye 
chem maintained. Whartſoever any Body of men, by what name ſoever they bel. 
led, or within what walls ſoever ay aſſemble, ſhall attempt rodo, withour firſt 
having taken the Teſts 3 is ipſo "Lang null and void in Law, and will ſerve to 6 
purpoſe , but ro make themſelves obnoxious to the ſevereſt puniſhments , which 
the Juſtice of a provoked and betrayed Nation can be able to inflit upon them. $g 
that we do not doubt what the King would do, for the re-eſtablithing Popery and ha. 
niſhing the Proteſtant Religion, could he get a Parliament ro his mind ; bur our 
is that he-will not, and the better to prevent it, we will endeavour to keep - our 
Teſt Laws. But to go on with our Author , who with his accuſtomed ignorance, 
but-perſonating here the wiſdom of a Solon or a Lycurgue, takes upon him to ig- 
ſtruct us,that as nothing can be called the fundamental Law of a Kingdom or a Republick, 
but what was enafted at the commencement of that State or Society, before any alterations 
could fall out in it with reference to Religion; ſo nothing deſerves the name of ſuch'a Law ſave 
that which is tothe advantage and benefit of all the Subjefts, It were not amils heretoen- 
quire, by what Authority our Author faſtens on nz Heer Fage! this Term of Funds 
mental Law in reference to the Teſts ; ſeeing he never uſed ir in his Letter much [ef 
applyed it to ſuch a purpoſe. Burt falfifying 1s ſo natural co this Gentleman , thathe 
could not avoid it, even when he might have been ſenſible, that he would noteſcape 
the being challenged for it. There is a Countrey in the world , that is faid to bex 
no poylonous animal , nor had it need, ſeeing if any number of the Natives beof 
the mould and frame that ſome are, there are brutal. and venemous Creatures enough 
in it , tho there be neither Toad nor Serpent there. But may not the Teſt Laws 
anſwer the end they were deſigned unto, of being a Fence about Religion , cho they 
benone of the Fundamental Laws of the Government. Ir is not.the name chat aloge 
gives value to.a Law ; but the Sanction of the Legiſlative Authority, and the uſcful- 
neſs of it to the publick good. . A Statute, that was occaſioned by a neceffity ariling 
in reference to the publick Safety , oughtas much to be ſtood by and upheld while 
that neceſſity continues, as if it were an original Law and Cozval wich the Conſtity- 
tion. Andif it was the indiſpenſable dependance of the Welfare and Safety of the | 
Community upon ſuck and ſuch Proviſions at firſt , that gave them the Name of 
Fundamental Laws; I am ſure, that under our preſent Circumſtances , we may all 
the Teſt Laws abſolutely needful, if we aſſume not the vanity to ſtile them 'Funda- 
mental. Beſides [ would fain know of our Author, that if all Laws lye expoſed toan 
eaſie Ablogation , that are not cozval with the Kingdom 3. what will then become 
of the Magna Charta for Liberty of Conſcience, which his Majeſty not only pro- 
miſeth , but undertakes to make irrepealable? And withal may not ſome Laws be 
as neceſſary to the being and | paw of a State under the notion of . Proteſtant ; 
as others are to its being and ſubſiſtence under the conſideration of an embodied 
and formed Society ? Every Society is bound touſe all neceſſary means to preſerve. 
itſelf, and while it maketh no proviſions in order thereunto , thar derive inconve- 
nience.upon others, unleſs it be only to keep them from being able to do hurt; it 
would be a wickedneſs as well as a folly to negle& them. .In a word, as the making 
no Laws neceſlary for the Safety of a people under any knowledge of God they may 


be grown up into , but what were cozval with their firſt formation into a Kingdom 


or Republick , were the weakning and undermining the Security of the Chriſtian 
Religion in all parts of the world where it hath obtained co be embraced and ſetled ; 
ſo by the ſame reaſon that it is lawful to make proviſions for the preſervation of 
Chriſtianity in a State profeſſing the Goſpel of felus Chriſt; ir is alſo lawful to 
make the like proviſions for the Security of the Reformed Religion in theſe 
Kingdoms and Common-wealths, which have judged it to be their duty to God , 
and their Souls, toreceive and eſtabliſh it. And for our Author's | Hock that 
no Law deſerves tobe called Fundamental, ſave that which is to the benefit and advantage 
of all the Subjetts; it is wholly impertinent to the caſe for which it is alledged , and 
doesno way's attack or weaken what the Penſionary had ſaid. For as the Laws con- 
rended for to be maintained , were never {tiled Fundamental; ſo many thouſands 
may have benefit by a Law ; whom nevertheleſs all perſons of ſenſe and wiſdom will 
account unfit to be advanced to publick Truſts. As no man will judge it unreaſo- 
nable torequire that all who are held capable of publick employments, ſhould =_ 
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ſme degree of wit and underſtanding ; ſo I think ir is very :reaſonable that ghey 
ſhould be qualified with ſo much honeſty, as to be well affected ro the Governmenc 
it is by Law eſtabliſhed, And to ſpeak properly it is not the Law that makes the 
Ppiſts uncapable of Offices and Employments , ir only declares they ſhall nor be 
{mitred. becauſe they were incapable before , and had made themſelves unfit to be 
taſted, partly through their dependance upon a forraign power, that is at enmity with 
the State, and ſeeks to fubvert it, and partly by reaſon of that principle which they are 
efled with , of its being their duty to deſtroy us whenſoever they can. And as it's 
zgrear favour vouchſafed by the Government , to ſuffer ſuch to live under it, as 
ſo ill affected to ir, and want only means to overthrow it; ſo if the Roman 
Catholicks will not be content with the firſt without the latter , it will be a greac 
zemptation upon the Kingdom to deprive them of the Priviledge they have,becauſe 
they would not be content with it, unleſs.chey might obtain that which che Nation 
zonld not grant, without being Felo de ſe, and without abandoning the means both of 
aur afety bere,and Happineſs hereafter. And whereas our Author cakes the confidence 
to tell us, Thar there are many States and Cities in Germany, where without the giving 
xcaſion to any diſturbance, the Government ts ſhared between Yapiſts and Proteſtants, and 
Ms where both thoſe of the Roman Catholick, and Reformed Religion, do equally partake in pub- 
ve lick Truſts and Employments: He m_ _ me if I not only ſay » he 1s mi- 
[- taken, but that it is a down-right Falſehood,and that herein he betrays his wonted igno- 
: rance, or at leaſt gives us a new diſcovery of the in(incerity that is natural to him.Nor 
e 
e 
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would he have vented this in ſo general Terms, but that he did foreſee if he ſhould 
have condeſcended to particulars, how eaſy it would have been for perſons of very 
ordinary acquaintance either with Hiſtory or the World , to have both contradicted 
1nd refuted him. And if there were ſome one or other ſmall City , where by rea- 
fn of the Fewnels of thoſe of one _ ro exerciſe the Government , and 
totake care of the Welfare of the Society,thole of the other Religion are ſometimes 
received into Employments, in order to prevent the inconveniencies which the 
want of a competent number of Magiſtrates would be attended with , and where 
the Jealouſie and Fear of being ſwallowed up by ſome envious and potent Neigh- 
hour , may lay them under a neceflity of agreeing better together than otherwiſe 
they would. or than the principles of ſome of them incline them unto; muſt we 
thence conclude thatit ought to be ſo in a great Kingdom, where there is {o vaſt a 
number of Proteſtants admirably qualited with Wiſdom, Intereſt, and Eſtates, to 
diſcharge all che Offices of the Government, and to manage the univerſal care of 
the Soctery , without running the hazard of the many miſchiefs, that would accom- 
pany the raking the Papiſts ingo partnerſhip with' them? Nor could A5jn Heer 
Fagel in repreſenting what is ſat®\gr unſafe to fo great and noble a Nation, take 
notice of what 'is praiſed upon Neceſſity in ſome mean Town or Corporation , 
(ſappoling chat it were there as our Auchor alledgeth) without cranſgreſfling againſt all 
the Rules both of prudence and decency. Burt as the Perſionary had no where in his 
Terter affirmed, that there were not any States or Cities, in which the Proteſtants 
and Papiſts bear Office in Government together ; but had only faid , that Reaſon 
and Experience do ſhew us , how impoſſible it will be for them when joyned to-/ 
gether in places of Truſt and publick Employments . to maintain a good Corre(- 
pondence., and to live peaceably with one another ; ſo this is found to be ſo juſt a 
truth, and ſo pertinently obſerved , that in all the places where it hath been practiſed 
(tho not in Germany, ' as our Author _— ſuggeſts.) they have not only lived 
in concinual heats and difſentions , but Have often come to open - Holtility . agaiaſt 
each other. Nor hath it meerly fallen ont thus in private, and particular States with- 
in themſelves , but the like evils have often followed and enſued where more States 
have- aſſociated into Union for the common preſervation of the Generality ; and 
where the Government hath been in ſome in the hands of Proteſtants, and in others 
executed by Roman Catholicks. Of this we have diverſe Examples in the Cartons 
of Switzerland, where thro the Magiſtrates being in ſome Canrons of the Reformed, 
and in others of the Roman Cathalick Religion, they have not only been often hin- 
dred from joyning and acting vigorouſly, as they ought to have done, for the intereſt 
of all,and the benefit of the common Confederation and Union z but they have - 
ſometimes come to open ruptures, and have been embarqued in War againſt one 
another. And foraſmuch as our Author makes bold to ſay, That there was 
never - any Chriſtian Kingdom, where the Religion that the Prince profeſſeth, and which 
had in {ormer ages been. Dominant , was ſo far laid aſide and baniſhed , that bis Sub- 
jetts profeſſing the =_ with himſelf, were ſhut out and precluded from Trufls aud Employ- 
merits, I will take the freedom to tell in, that it is fo groſs and Moone z. 
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 Falſchood , that none bur a perſon of his ignorance. and impudence , would 
have had the face to haye aſſerted it. For there are Chriſtian Kingdoms that haye 


done more than this amounts unto , and who to preveat the danger, of having Þz. 
piſts preferred to Truſts and Employments, in caſe a Prince of tieir Religion ſhould 
come to the Throne , have been ſo wile as to declare Roman Catholicks incapable 
either of obtaining or keeping the Soveraignty- And it was in the vercue of ſuch 


2 Law, andby reaſon of the dread of it, that Chriſtina Queen of Sweden, upon the 


having taken up a reſolution to turn Papiſt , choſe to demic her Crown before 
ſhe declared her ſelf, as knowing that immediacely afrer ſuch a Declaration ſhe 
would have been depoſed from the Throne , and poſſibly not have had fo liberal ag 
allowance affigned her afterwards , as by that conduct ſhe did obtain. Nor is it un- 
known to any, except it be to ſuch as our Author is for natural and acquired accom- 
pliſhments , that there were not only Laws in Scorland for precluding a Popiſh Prince 
from coming to the Government , but that the ſame thing was imployed in the Exp 
bf Oathsof Allegiance and Supremacy, as being Oaths of ſuch a frame and nature 
that it had been moſt incongruous to impoſe them upon Subje&s to a King -of 
the Roman Carholick Religion. And tho theſe two Nations did not improve the 
advantage which they had by means of their legal proviſions , to hinder the pre- 


ſent King from inberiting the Crowns of the reſpective Realms ; yer thoſe Laws - 


ſerve to inform us, how far ſome Chriſtian Kingdoms thought it lawful to go, 
and to what heighth to A&, not only againſt P 6piſhSubje&s, but againſt: Catholick 
Princes themſelves. Yea the time was , that the very Papiſts were ſo far from con- 
demning the. having men of their Religion debarred from Truſts and Employ- 
ments in Proteſtant Kingdoms under a Popiſh Prince , that they made the 7ef 
Laws by which they are ſhut out from Offices and Declared incapable of them, the 
. great — againſt the neceflity of having the Bill paſſed for excluding the Duke 
of York from the Crown, and improved them as the main Engine for allaying the 
fears of the Nation, under the apprehenſjons they had of his being a Roman Catho- 
lick, and coming to the Throne. But by their different Language now from what it 
was then, all Engliſhmen underſtand how far they are to be believed in other caſes : 
and whether the many promiſes which they do makeat this time, in order to a further 
defign,and the putting a newTrick upon theNation,ought ro be depended on by them 
whom they have already deceived. And whereas upon jr Heer F agel's having obſer- 
ved that the conduct of Roman Catholicks is much more ſevere towards Proteſtan 
than that of choſe of the Reformed Religion towards Papiſts, our Author is pleaſ 
fo reply, that in order to judge as we ſhould of that different procedurewe are to conſider whe- 
ther it be not leſs juſt,to baniſh a Religion that bad been ſo long dominant as the RomanCa«- 
tholick had been; than to withſtand the introduttion of a new Religion that would depreſs and 
ſupplant the old. All I ſhall fay in reference to this, is that as it does not weaken, but in 
effet acknowledge what the Perſionary had ſaid; ſo by juſtifying what the Papiſts did, 
to prevent the bringing in of che Proteſtant Religion, which he ſtiles new 3 he fore- 
warns us what we are to expe they will be ready to do, for the reintroducing 
Papal Religion, to which he gives the character of old. Nor is it at all pertinent to 
the preſent caſe, which of the Religions is the oldeſt, or which is the neweſt ; but all 
contended for is that the method's of the one, have been, and ſtill are, more ſevere 
and {anguinary, than the methods of thoſe of the other. And as we believe our Re- 
ligion to be as ancient, as Jeſus Chriſt and his Apoſtles; ſo no preſcription of time 
for Popery's having been in pofleffion, can deprive that which has the Divine Aucho- 
rity to warrant it, from a right of re-entrance. 
There remains only one thing to beſpoken unto , of all that I undertook to dil- 
cipline and correct our Author for, and that is the ſignal ingratitude of the Papilts , 
and parti wy of this Gentleman, to their Highneſles , for all that Liberty, Fa 
vour ,/ 4tid/eaſe which Their Highneſles were willing to have had allowed unto 
them. And that we may the more fully have an Idea of their unthankfulneſs , we 
are to conſider both the extent of that Liberty which Their Highneſfles were con- 
rented to have had beſtowed upon them, and the —_— they would have come 
under for the rendring it hereafter inviolable. And all this not only at a ſeaſon , 
when mzny of the Papifls carry it fo unducitully towards their Highnefſes, but at 4 
time when they of the Reformed Religion are ſo unhumanely perſecuted by ſeveral 
Popiſh' Princes in other parts of che world. It had not been an unreaſonable deſire that 
ore the Papiſts had been ſo imporcanate to have all Penal Laws againſt them in 
Proteſtant Nations reſcinded and taken away; that they ſhould have declared them- 
ſelves,and improved their intereſt, forthe Abrogacion of all ſuch Laws asare in force 
againſt thoſe of the Reformed Religion in Popiſh Countries. And if their Highnefles 
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kd infiſted upon ſuch a ſtipulation, before They would have given their conſent for 
heRepeal of the Penal Laws againſt Roman Carholicks in England, ir had been no 
nore than what was agreeable to the Rules of Wiſdom and Juſtice. Bur their High- 
reſſes not thinking it fir co ſuffer their own mercy to be reſtrained by reafon of the 
nant of Chriſtian bowels in others, took the firſt opportunity pur into their hands, 
of teſtifying their readineſs to conſent to the Repeal of all choſe Laws againſt Papiſts 
inEngland , Scotland and Ireland , by which they are made liable ro fines or other 
iſhments. And that thoſe which chey can not agree to the reſcinding of, are only 
by which the Reformed Religion is covered from the deſigns of the Roman 
tholicks againſt it , and by which they are reſtrained from getting into a conditi- 
am tooverturn it. One would think that this ſhould have been received as a moſt 
jal favour, and have obliged them to very hearty acknowledgmeats. - Eſpecially 


when the Prince and Princeſs were willing ro confirm both this anda Liberry for the 
re ivate Exerciſe of their Religion wich their Guaranty, But in ſtead of any ſymp- 
of © toms of gratitude, there 1s nothing to be heard of from many of them, or to be 
je © nec with in our Anſwerer, but what proclaims cheir diſſatisfaction, *anger, and re- 
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renge. For beſides all the ill returns, we have already taken notice of in this wrath- 
fil and unthankful man ; he tells us, that all which Their Highnefles declare them- 
ſelves ready to conſent unto amounts only to the aboliſhing ſome cruel Laws, by which 
Romiſh Eccleſiaſticks ſtood coudemned to death, for no other reaſon ſave their being Prieſts 3 
and in the vertue of which,other perſons were baniſhed and deprived of their Eſtates,meerly for 
being Roman Catholicks z all which was a higher degree of barbarity+ than mas ever pra- 
ied among the moſt ſalvage Nations. Now not. to trouble my ſelf about what kind 

of entertainment , Romiſh Prieſts and Lay Papiſts have met wich among thoſe 
Nztions , which our Author ſtiles Barbafous , the it will be found infinitely 
more ſevere , than any thing that was ever. inflicted upon them in England , Scot- 
lerd or Ireland, by reaſon of their Religion, or upon the ſcore of any Ecctefaſtical 
Character : I would only know of this modeſt and veracious Gentleman-, what 
he thinks of the barbarous and innumerable Cruelties, that were perpetrated in all 
esand places heretofore , and which are at this day committed upon peaceable and 

| _ Chriſtians, for no other crime bur that they could not, and co this day cannot 
believe as the Church of Rome doth, nor continye in Communion with ſo idolatrous 
and villanous a Society. Whatſoever meafureof ſeverity hath been any where exer- 
aſed towards Papiſts, it was bur according tothe Preſident themſelves had ſer, in 
their dealing with them whom they ſtile Hereticks , and in which the Copy comes 
raltly- below the Original. But then that which wholly alters the caſe, is, thar where- 
4 the Papiſts perſecute and deſtroy Chriſtians, meerly upon the account of Religi- 
00; there were never any ſevere, much leſs Sanguinary Laws enatedagainſt chem , 
ave by reaſon of their Crimes againſt the State , and for being Enemies and Trai- 
tors to the Government.Popery was never perſecuted in England as it is a falſe ander- 
roneous Belief ; bur as it binds men to the owning of a forraign, uſurped, and nnlaw- 
ful Jurisdiction. *Tis neither for their believin Trannnamianton , nor for their 
Worſhipping Images, that Papiſts are adjudged to penalties or death z but becauſe 
they adhere toa forreign Enemy, and are treacherous to their Countrey. Could they 
have been bur good Subjects; their being bad Chriſtians would never have preju> 
diced them. And indeed while they continue to hold that the Pope can depoſe Pro- 
teſtant Soveraigns, andabſolve Subjects from their, Allegiance to them, and thar 
itis lawful to cut the Throats of all whom they ſtile Hereticks , and that all Laws 
made for our ſecurity are null and void, as being enacted by an incomperent and un- 
lawtui Aurhoricy, it would ſeem according to the exat meaſures of wiſdom and rea- 
ſon, rhat all lenity and favour towards them, were not only a ſupererogating in 
Mercy, but an indiſcretion in Policy. But then to let ſuch into che Goverament,were 
plainly to betray the State , and wilfully to abandon borh ir and our (elves to be de- 
ſtroyed and ruined. Nor is there ſo much danger in advancing RON ONENE 
Fellons to Employments , as there would be 1n preferring Papiſts , —_—_ if Je- 
ſuiced and Bigorred, into Civil Offices in a Reformed Kingdom. And therefore ſee- 
ing they will not thankfully accept and quietly acquieſce in what is offered, and 
that rather from an exurberancy of Generolity and Mercy, than from Maxims of 
prudence, and obligations ariling from duty 3 it.is þeſt to leave them, to ſteer their 
own courſe, and to purſue thofe Merhods, which will infallibly iſſue in their difadvan- 
tage, to ſay no worle. All ways of Geatleneſs and Moderation towards them, do on- 
ly encourage their making the bolder claims, and the proceeding further in their 
bſurpations. The giving them an inch, provokes them to take an ell, and they grow 
entaged becauſe we will not tamely ſuffer it. If they at as they do, while the _ 
12ng 
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hangs ſtill about their necks? what are we to expe if ic ſhould be wholly taken of 
- & « rf lefe looſe to exertthe malignity which their Religion inſpires them with?Fox 
not being contented to invade and uſurp all forts of Employments and places of Try$ 
in defiance of the Teſt Laws; they have aſſumed that confidence, as ro make thoſe 
very Laws which were intentionally enacted and deſigned ro keep Papiſts our of 
ce and Power , the ground and occaſion of incapacitating and thutting our Prg. 
teſtants. And whereas none are by Law to be admirred into Employments withoyr 
making the Declarations contained in the Tefs; none are now to be continued, faye 
they. who ſhall both refuſe ro take them, and pon" roger to give their votes for 
the EleQion of ſuch perſons into Parliament , as ſhall be willing to Abrogate 26d 
Repeal them. Which is not only ſuch a piece of Chicannery in it ſelf, but ſach az 
Afule apon the Legiſlative Authority , that it is hard to ſpeak of ir, without more 
than uſual emotion of mind, and the kaving ones indignation ſtrangely excited and 
enflamed. However all I ſhall allow my ſelf ar preſent to ſay, ſhall be only to 29. 
viſe all ſort of perſons to take care what they do, there being no Diſpenſing power 
lodged in the King, in reference to Penal, and much leſs in relation to the Teſt Lays, 
Of this we have a clear and uncontrollable proof in the proceedings of the Parliamene 
1673.when the Houſe of Commons voted the Declaration of the late King for Liber. 
ty of Conſcience , to be both a violation of the Laws of the Land, and an altering 
of the Legiſlative power. Which is the more remarkable, in that it was not only 
done by the moſt obſequious Parliament that ever any King of Ergland had , and 
of which many of te Members were his hired and brib'd Penſioners , but that 
did thus adjudge , both after the King had acquainted them by a ſolemn Speech at the 
opening of the Seſſion , that he was Reſolved to adhere ro his Declaration, and 
had endeavoured to Hefor them into a departure from their Vote , by telling then 
in an Anſwer which he made to one of their Addrefles , that they had queſtioned 
a power in the Crown , which had never been diſputed in the Reign of any of his 
Predeceſſors, and which belonged unto him as a prerogative inſeparable from the 
Soveraignty. Yet notwithſtanding both all rhis, and his applying himſelf in a Speech 
to the Houſe of Lords to have engaged them to ſtand by him againſt the Con- 
mons , he was neceſſitated upon the ' Commons infiſting , chat there was ne. 
ver any ſuch Diſpenſing power veſted in the Crown, nor claimed orJexerc- 
ſed by any of his Predecefſors; and that the afluming «ic was a changing of 
che Conſtitution , and an altering of the Legiſlative Authority ; and upon the 
Lords declining to ſtand by him , and .cheir adviſing him to give liberty by 
way of Bill to be paſſed into a Law ; I fay he was neceſſitated to take his De- 
claration off from the File , tear the Seal from it, and to affure both Houſes in 2 
Speech he made to them, -carch8. thar what he had done in taking upon him to 
Suſpend the Penal Laws , ſhould not for the future be drawn either into conſequence 
or Example. In brief,if thePapiſts will not fo far conſult their own intereſt,and comply 
with our fafety , as to be contented with aneaſe from Penalties, and an Indulgence 
to be ratified- into a'Law for the private exerciſe of their Religion ; it is the indiſ- 
periſable duty of all Proteſtants, of what party or perſwafion ſoever they be, to 
unite together in withſtanding their ehdeavours and attempts for obtaining more. We 
vea laudable example in the carriage of all that pretended to Chriſtianity , when 
they were brought into a condition ſomewhat parallel with ours in ohe of the firſt 
Centuries. For tho the Orthodox had been perſecuted by the Arrians under Conftantiu, 
and ſome of the Arrians harſhly enough treated at leaſt, as they thought for a while 
under Conſtantine ; yet upon Fulier's coming to the Throne, both parties were fo far 
fromembracing his offers in order to revenge their wrongs upon one another, that 
they reſolved at that ſeaſon if not wholly to filence their Diſputes, yer to forbearall 
thoſe harſh Terms , that had enflamed their heats and animoſities. To which I ſhall 
add bur this one thing more, and would beg of the Diſſenters, that chey may ſeri- 
ouſly conſider ir, namely that as the Donariſs were the only party of Chriſtians that 
dawn | es tO Fulian, and received favours from him ; ſo they thereby became 
infamous; and were often afterwards reproached with it. 

Thus Sir , I have ſtudyed ro do what you required of me, and if it be my misfor- 
eune not to have acquitted my ſelf anſwerably to your expeRarions ; yet the doing it 
as well,as the being bound uptoan Author,that adminiſters ſo liccle occaſion for valu- 
2ble thoughts, would allow, gives methe ſatisfaction of having approved my (elf, 


SIR, 


Toxr Obeditnt Servant. 
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